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5th Sunday of Easter - Mother’s Day

We are drawing near to the Solemnity of the Lord’s
Ascension, forty days after Easter, just two weeks from
now. Where does the time go? Like it or not, time tends to
fly by quickly, even when we try to live it mindfully, taking
one day at a time. We can ask if over these days and weeks
since Easter Sunday 2020 we have grown and are changed.
We hope so, but in fact we probably admit that we still have
a long way to go in living completely for God and
neighbor.

The lessons chosen for this Sunday are already get-

ting us to think about the time of Jesus’ Ascension, when
the Lord will visibly leave his band but not abandon them.
Jesus says to his followers, “Do not let your hearts be trou-
bled. Have faith in God and faith in me” (John 14:1). Fur-
thermore, the Lord assures the disciples that “I am indeed
going to prepare a place for you, and then I shall come back
to take you with me, that where I am you also may be”
(John 14:3).
These are admittedly mysterious words and concepts, yet
tremendous consolation for those who desire to belong fully
to the Lord and God’s kingdom now and in heaven for all
eternity.

Looking at each of the Sacred Scripture readings
for this Sunday, we find a strong thread running through
them. In the first lesson, from the Acts of the Apostles, we
hear of tension and division within the Christian communi-
ty. Ideals are very important and never to be let go of, yet
we must live in the reality that all of us are frail and can fall
victim to blindness, prejudice and pettiness when it comes
to living and working with others, even with the best of in-
tentions.

What might be called Christian pluralism is at the
heart of the first reading and it continues to be a valid con-
cept for all of us, wherever we may be. It requires a strong
commitment of loving acceptance of those who think and
act differently than us. This takes prayer and guidance, to
live graciously for the good of others, no matter who they
are or what we may think of them.

The first letter of Saint Peter, the second lesson for
Mass this Sunday, concerns itself with the fact that the life
of a Christian is a life-long process by which we draw near
to Christ, and in so doing, draw closer to one another as
well. The image sometimes used to describe this mystery is
that of the spokes of a wheel, such as those on a bicycle. As
one draws closer to the center along the spokes, one also
draws closer to others around. Drawing near to Christ also
draws us nearer to each other.

As the follower of Christ goes forth in faith and
closer to the Lord, it is charity or love of God and neighbor
that transforms individuals, through the power of the risen
Christ, into one family of God’s people. To the extent that
we live in love with one another we are growing toward
Christ, our vital center.

Adhering to Christ we share in his mission that all
the world might know the message of salvation and God’s

infinite love for the human race. God so loved the world,
we are told in scripture, that Christ was sent by God to re-
deem all who were lost. In other words, everyone!

United to Christ we form a temple or house, as a
pleasing offering to God for the growth in holiness of the
entire Church (see Galatians 2:20). But the bottom line is
living in love and not counting the cost nor giving up when
the going gets rough, as it inevitably will.

Through the risen Christ and in his love, we are ca-
pable of offering our lives to God as an acceptable sacrifice.
The lives of each of us and of all believers are meant to
open the eyes of our fellow men and women, bringing them
to the same fountain from which we draw life and never tire
of doing so.

Christ completed his early sojourn and returned to
the Father. Christ came as the ambassador of the heavenly
Father. Christ’s mission was to reveal God, with whom Je-
sus is one. Those who follow Christ are commissioned to
continue the work of Christ, making the message of salva-
tion in Jesus Christ known to the nations. Consequently,
there is no reason for distress at the prospect of physical
separation from the Lord, for the followers are in fact never
really separated from Christ who promised to send us the
Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is given to those who are will-
ing to give all in order to have the one thing necessary, a
share in God’s life forever.

The followers of Christ must keep their faith both
in the Father who sent Jesus Christ into the world and in
Jesus himself, sent by the Father for the salvation of the
human race. Jesus’ return to the Father’s side should not
cause frustration, but engender hope in our eventual reunion
with the Lord. There are many dwelling places where God
lives, Jesus tells his disciples, and everyone can find a place
there.

As Christ’s messengers to the nations, we are en-
dowed with God’s help or power to fulfill our vocation.
This power comes as the many gifts of the Holy Spirit,
poured out initially at Pentecost, and upon succeeding fol-
lowers at the time of their Confirmation and subsequently
in the reception of the sacraments, especially Reconciliation
or Penance and Holy Communion.

Christ promised to remain with his disciples, even
until the end of time. That is great consolation, and in fact
“Consoler” is another name for the Holy Spirit, or the
“Comforter,” who “will guide you into all the truth,” as Je-
sus described the Holy Spirit (see John 16:13).

The early followers of Christ were so convinced of
these truths that they regularly proclaimed in their sacred
liturgy or worship the phrase in Aramaic, “Maranantha,”
that is, “Come, Lord Jesus, come” (Rev 22:20 and 1 Cor
16:22).

May that be our conviction and confident cry as well!
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REGIONAL MASS INTENTIONS
THIS WEEK
Millie Woeste, Steve Wargo, St. Mary Alumni, St. Augus-
tine Parishioners, St. Benedict the Moor Parishioners, St.
Mary Parishioners

ST. AUGUSTINE WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
Sunday collection: $1755 Cath Ed: $5
Online Giving: $1070

ST. BENEDICT WEEKLY COLLECTION
Saturday collection $334 2" Coll: $100
Sunday collection :$3814 2" Coll: $300

SVDP: $110 Flowers : $10 CRS: $471.96

ST. MARY WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
Weekend collection: $1728 SVDP: $85
Cap Imp: $55 CRS: $70 Spiritans: $5
World Missions: $70 St. Benedict School: $265
On Line Giving: $995

SUPPORTING YOUR PARISH

We are so very thankful for our parish family and pray
that all of you remain in good health and “communion” with
others through prayer, phone calls, and any support we all may be
able to provide one another during this deeply uncertain time. Our
primary focus is on the health and safety of our parishioners and
those of our community. While we continue to navigate the
changes set forth via federal and state governments, by the
Archbishop of Cincinnati, and by the Ohio Council of Catholic
Bishops, including the suspension of Mass until at least after May
3, we ask that you continue supporting your parish both
prayerfully and financially. Our budget includes ongoing monthly
expenses and salaries that must still be met, not only per
Archdiocesan direction, but also because staff will continue to
work, even remotely as necessary. Please check your parish web
site for information on how to sign up for Online Giving. You
can also mail your donation envelopes to the parish offices. As
always, know that we will continue to hold each of you and your

families in our prayers in the days and weeks to come.
NOW AVAILABLE AT YOUR CHURCH

GIVEYOUR GIFTS ONLINE
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The DCWC 2020 Scholarship Program had many
deserving candidates and we wanted to announce that we
found 10 fine young women deserving of this Scholarship.
The winners were unable to attend our Spring Luncheon
this luncheon this year as it was cancelled because of
COVID-19, so we want to recognize the achievements of
the following recipients:

Miley Azbill-St. Charles-Alter H.S.

Lyndsey Carter-St. Albert The Great-CJ H.S.
Elizabeth Jasek-Our Lady of Good Hope-Alter H.S.
Courtney Kingston-Our Lady of Good Hope-
Miamisburg H.S.

Sophia Lopez-Navarijo-St. Mary Hispanic Ministry-
Carroll H.S.

Erin McGraw-St. Christopher-Cj H.S.

Jill Roberts-Immaculate Conception-Carroll H.S.
Jackie Sherick-St. Albert The Great-Kettering
Fairmont H.S.

Aiden Valenti-St. Augustine-Valley View H.S.
Katie White-St. Charles-Alter H.S.

On behalf of Lisa Nussman, President of DCWC
and the members, we want to say how proud we are of
these girls and wish them: CONGRATULATIONS AND
GOOD LUCK.

Please visit your parish website and
Facebook pages for the livestreaming of the
Masses at St. Benedict and St. Mary. Daily
Masses from the Cathedral in Cincinnati
are available online at 8 a.m. Monday
through Saturday and Sunday Mass will be
live-streamed at 11 a.m.

All live-streaming Masses will also be
available on the Archdiocese of Cincinnati
Facebook page, as well as the Archdiocese
of Cincinnati YouTube page,




5th Sunday of Easter - Mother’s Day

Honoring mothers is
a Catholic tradition

Mother's Day has been celebrated as a national holiday in
the United States on the second Sunday of May since
1914. But Catholics have been celebrating a sort of
Mother’s Day since the first few centuries of the
Church. The fourth Sunday of Lent, or Laetare Sunday,
traditionally was a time to return to your mother church
(home parish) and leave an offering.

Also known as Mothering Sunday, it naturally evolved
into honoring your mother as well. And devotion to
Mary, the mother of God and our spiritual mother, in the
month of May gives this holiday depth for Catholics that
goes far beyond giving flowers or candy on Mother's
Day.

"God, creator and lord of the universe, chose to put
himself — tiny, needy and helpless — into the nurturing
and watchful hands of a human mother. Since then, every
act of mothering — both physical and spiritual — in
every time and every corner of the world recollects
Mary’s."

In Catholic tradition, the month of May is dedicated to
Mary. Chosen by God above all other women, Mary's
faith and obedience paved the way for the Incarnation.
Her example teaches us faith, obedience, humility and
most of all, how to love. According to St. Thomas of
Villanova, "If in this world any creature ever loved God
with whole heart, with whole soul, and with whole mind,
she was the creature.”

At the foot of the cross, her heart broke for Jesus, yet she
accepted God's will not only for her Son, but for herself
in her new role as mother to us all. (John 19:25-27) As
we honor our earthly mothers this month, let's honor our
heavenly mother as well. Those devoted to her are
always led to her Son. For her wise counsel tells us, "Do
whatever he tells you." (John 2:5)

To help you grow your relationship with Mary,
see Five Practical Ways to Reconnect with Mama
Mary or Nine Ways to Celebrate the Month of Mary. To

learn more, visit the Marian Library at the University of
Dayton, https://udayton.edu/marianlibrary/ Resources
include a list and explanation of Marian liturgical
feasts and ways to celebrate the month of Mary
through May crownings and more. Other sites offer
details on how to plant a Mary Garden or learn about the
new Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of
the Churchto be celebrated May 21. And the U.S.
bishops offer ~a Marian  Glossary and Our ~ Sunday
Visitor answers your most frequently asked questions
about Mary in Catholic teaching.

Mother's Day Prayer

"I thank you, Creator of us all, for my mother. I thank
you that she gave me life and nurtured me all those
years. She gave me my faith, helping me to know you
and to know Jesus and his ways. She taught me how to
love and how to sacrifice for others. She taught me that it
was okay to cry and that I should always tell the truth.
Bless her with the graces she needs and which you want
to give her today. Help her to feel precious in your eyes
today and to know that I love her. Give her strength and
courage, compassion and peace. Bless her this day with
your love." Amen.

This prayer was taken from prayers for and by
mothers on Creighton University's Online Ministries.
This website and the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops offer prayers for mothers struggling through
a variety of challenges as well as blessings.
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Celebrating Our 49th Year HOME

Asphalt Restoration by

Houser Asphalt &Concrete

Residential & Commercial
. e, 937-223-9207 800-319-11114 philharmonie
curbs, Approaches - WWW.houserasphaltconcrete.com  vyunteer association

Houser Asphalt &
Concrete supports

the Dayton

Sign up to have our weekly parish bulletin
emailed to you at www.parishesonline.com

ADT-Monitored Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection From a Mame You Can Trust

® Flood Detection e
® Carbon Monaxide i 31"

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

1-855-225-4251

Ao fumened gofeStreets

President
wroby@robysupply.com

www.robysupply.com
937-254-2384 office
937-254-2674 fax
937-604-104 cell
42 N. Torrence Street
Dayton, Ohio 45403

SPREAD THE WORD

A Thriving, Vibrant Community Matters

1112 Springfield St.
253-9181
www.daytondoorsales.com

WE'RE HIRING
AD SALES EXECUTIVES

* Full Time Position with
Besvefits

* Sales Experience Preferred

+ Paid Training

+ Overnight Travel Required

+ Expense Reimbursement

COMNTACT US AT

ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS HERE

Contact Nancy MacMillan to place an ad today!

Rose S. Ebel, D.O.
Janna Starkey, PA-C  Sara Fieger, PA-C
513-932-1936
1470 N. Broadway St, Suite 100,
Lebanon, OH 45036
www.broadway1936.com

(937) 433-5202
Indoor Air Quality Concerns
Mold Testing & Remediation Radon Testing & Mitigation
Vapor Intrusion Mitigation Waterproofing

www.envirodoc.com
Brenden and Margie Gitzinger, parishioners

(513) 361-0015
Air Systems (Duct) Cleaning

careers@4LPi.com nmacmillan@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6426
www ALPiL.com/careers
S PROTECTING SENIORS NATIONWIDE
BROADWAWSY, )¢, MEDICAL ALERT SYSTEM

S 29. 95/MO

BILLED QUARTERLY

CALL NOW! 1.B77.801.7772
WWW.24-TMEDALARM.COM

A solution for a job well done
RESIDENTIAL

B .,:'
2. Roorne

Guaria Contractors
oo Coneacrons Raul Perez

CarHoLIC CONTRACTORS
937-369-7680
guariacontractorlic@hotmail.com

4-D-5-3

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 ® www.4lpi.com &

14-1624



